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News Brief 
 

 

 Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina has assured that the flood-hit people of Gaibandha and Bogra will 

get all assistance from the government for three months. 'No one will suffer from hunger due to the 

ongoing flood. Measures are also taken to ensure food security for each person', she said. The PM told 

this while distributing relief materials and seedlings among flood victims on the premises of 

Gobindaganj upazila parishad. She also said her government has embarked upon a Tk 117 crore project 

for rehabilitation of the flood affected people in the northern districts. The Prime Minister first visited 

Gaibandha and then Bogra to see the condition of the flood-hit people. Earlier, she visited Dinajpur and 

Kurigram to see the condition of flood-stricken people. 

 An attack reportedly by a militant group in the western Myanmar left 12 security personnel and 77 

Rohingya Muslims dead in a dramatic escalation of communal violence that has plagued the region. 

Thousands of Rohingyas fleeing Myanmar crowded along the Bangladesh border yesterday as clashes 

in Rakhine State between suspected Rohingya extremists and Myanmar security forces continued for 

the second day. Meanwhile, the Foreign Ministry has held talks with the Myanmar envoy in Dhaka and 

expressed 'serious concern' over the situation in Rakhaine state. The Charge d’ Affaires of Myanmar 

Embassy in Dhaka met the Secretary (Asia & Pacific) of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs Mahbub Uz 

Zaman yesterday at the latter's office to discuss the evolving situation in the Rakhaine state. 

 United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights Zeid Ra’ad Al Hussein has highly 

applauded Bangladesh’s efforts to work for the full realization of human rights and fundamental 

freedom for all. Al Hussein also lauded Bangladesh’s commitment to the principles of ‘no one left 

behind’ and ‘reaching the farthest first’ as part of the 2030 agenda for sustainable development. He 

came up with the remarks during a meeting with Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Minister 

Anisul Haq and State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar Alam at his office in Geneva on August 25. 

 Speaker Dr Shirin Sharmin Chaudhury has said the book 'Bangladesh Marching Forward', 

compiled by former permanent representative to the UN Dr AK Abdul Momen, will depict Bangladesh 

in the international arena. Praising the book, she said it focused on various issues including women 

empowerment and resilience to climate changes. The Speaker was addressing the launching ceremony 

of the book at the Bangla Academy in Dhaka yesterday.  

 The ship building industry of the country earned $ 150 million of foreign exchange in last five 

years by exporting 40 ships to different countries. This was informed by Managing Director of Western 

Marine Ship Yard Limited Sakhawat Hossain while addressing the handing over ceremony of an 

offshore petrol vessel "Doria", built for Kenya. 

 The much-anticipated Test series between Bangladesh and Australia finally begins today with the 

hosts looking supremely confident about their chances against the mighty opponents. The play on the 

opening day of the first Test at the Sher-e-Bangla National Stadium will start at the morning. 

 Some 27 million people are predicted to be at risk of sea-level rise in Bangladesh by 2050, said 

BRAC in its Annual Report 2016. Two-thirds of the country is less than five metres above sea level, 

and floods are increasingly destroying homes, croplands and damaging infrastructure. Approximately 

10,000 hectares of land is lost every year due to riverbank erosion, BRAC said mentioning that 

agriculture land is shrinking by 1 percent annually. 

 Acting Assistant Secretary of US Department of State for South and Central Asian Affairs and 

acting Special Representative for Afghanistan and Pakistan Alice Wells will be in Dhaka on a two-day 

visit this week. She will also travel to Islamabad, and Colombo beginning from August 28, said the US 

Department of State on Saturday.  

 The key index of Dhaka Stock Exchange closed at 5,885.42 points on Thursday. 
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